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PREFACE 
dr .. 
Ms: D ry aen ,-O his Son's Play. 


Have thought convenient to acquaint the Reader with - 
I ſomewhat concerning this Comedy, though I 
haps; net.worth his knowledge. It was ſent me from 
Italy ſome years ſince, by my ſecond Son, to try its for- 
rune on the Sage: And being the Eſſay of a young un- 
experienc'd Author ; to confeſs the truth, I thought it not . 
worthy of that honour. "Tis true, T was not willing to 
diſcourage him ſo far, as to tell him plainly my. Opini- 
on, but it ſeems he gueſs#d ſomewhat of my Mind, by- 
my long delays of his expectation: And therefore in my 
abſence from the Town-lalt Summer, took- the boldnels - 
to Dedicate his Play to that Perſon of Honour, whoſe - 
Name you will find before his Epiſtle. It'uas receiv'd by 
that Noble Gentleman with ſo much Candor and Gene- 

' roliry, _ as neither my Son nor I cou'd deſerve from him. 
Then the Play was no longer in my power, the Patron 

. demanding it in his-own right, - it was deliver'd to him. 

- And he 'was farther pleas'd, during my Sickneſs, to put 
it into. that Method in which you Rad it; the looſe Scenes 

: | digeſted 


| Th 'PREFYHCE. 
_ © digeſted into order, | and knit into a: Tale. * As it is;'I 
think it may paſs amongſt the reſt of our New Plays; 
-I know bur two Authors, and they: are both my Friends, 
« Who have done-better fince'the Revolution. 'This I dare 
venture to maintain, that the Taft of the. Age is wretch- 
edly deprav'd, in all ſorts of Poetry, nothing almoſt but 
whar is aborminably bad carr pigaſe. The young Hounds 
who ought to come behind, now lead the pack, bur they 
miſerably miſtake the ſcent. Their Poets, worthy of ſuch 
an Audience, know not how-to diſtinguiſh their Chara- 
ers ; the Manners are all-alike; incorlſiſtent and interfe- 
ring with each other. : There-is-ſcarce a Man or-Woman 
of God's making in all their Farces: yet they raiſe an un- 
narural ſort of laughter, the common effe&t of Buffoon- 
ry ;..and the Rabble which takes this for Wir, will-endure 
no better, becauſe" tis above their Underſtanding. - This 
- _ account I take from the beſt Judges, . for thank God, *I 
have had the grace hicherto to avoid the ſeeing or reading 
of their Gallimiaufries. Bur 'ris the latter end of a Century, 

_ .. and I hope the pext will begin better. - This Play Idare . 
- + afſure. the Reader is none of thoſe; it may-want' Beauties, - - | 
but che faults are neither groſs,- nor many. PerfeQtion in 
. any Art is not ſuddenly obrain'd ; the Author of this, 'to | 
his misfortune, left his Country at a time when he was 
to have learn'd the Language.” The Story:he has creared, 
was an Accident which happen'd at Rome, though he'has 
transferr'd the Scene to England. If it ſhall. pleaſe God 
to reſtore him to me, .I may perhaps inform hint better 
of the Rules of Writing ; and. if Iam not' partial, he 
has already ſhewn, that a Genius is not wanting to _ 


| - All that I can reaſonably fear, is.harthe 
- ſucceſs of ill Plays may make him endeayotr to vleaſe 
by writing worke, and-by accommodating*himfelf to'the 
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Area Father. 
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wretched capacity and liking.of the” preſent Audience, 
from which, Heaven defen "7 any plum my Progeny. . A 
Poet indeed, mult live by the many; ''but a g00d Poet 
will make it his butineſgtopleaſe the few. 'T will 'nor 


-proceed farther on a Subject which arraigns 6 many of 
; - Readers. ' For what. remains, both my Son and I 


are extreamly obligd to-my- dear Friend Mr. Convreve, 
whoſe Excellent * DL was' one'of the greateſt: Orna- 
ments/of 'the Play. Neither is -my' Epilogue'the worlt 


which I have written ; ; though-ir ſees ar thit firſt ſighs 
to, expole our young* ©lergy with too much 'freedom. 
-It was on that Conlideration-that:. 1 had -otice' begun i 
' otherwiſe, and deliver d:the” Copy of t'to be ſpoke 


'eaſe-che firſt pare of it had' given offence. TE his'F' will 
r ve you party in my on juſto and partly roo, 
& I think-it not unwo 7 of your fi Ti. 
:cohhefts the | | 


40 Heidalutag 5 part of it. Farewell; Reader,/iif your area 
Father you wi _— a; if not, Tv will when /ng 
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The Stage to none but Men 
But thanks to your -judiciqus taſt, 
| ig ama | 
Tow ſet them up; and 'till. you dare Condemn,. | 

The Satire lies on you, pe phptfraung 

When Monntebanks their Drugs at Market oY, 

F it their fault to ſell, or yours td buye ? | 
'Tis true, they write with wy and well they may, 2 


Fly-blows are gotten every Summers day, 
The Poet dots but buz, and theie's — 


Wits not his buſmeſs &c. 
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'Centriving Charafters, and Scenes, and Plots, . 

Is grown 4s common now, as knitting Knots ; 

Fith the ſame eaſe, 'and negligence of thought, 

The Charming Play is writ, and Fringe is wrought, 
Tho' this is frightful, yet we're more aftaid,. 

#Phen Ladies leave, that Beaux will "take the Trade : 
Tims far "tis well enough, if here -twould flop, . 

Bus ſhould they write, we muſt &'cn ſhut up ſhop. 
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And ſeizes ten for one that it forſakgs: 
Our Play to -day is Jpremg from none of theſe, 4 


Ner ſheuld you Damm it, tho' it does not pleaſe, 

* Since born without the bounds of your four Seas. 

For if you grant 'no favour as 'tis new, 

Tet as a Stranger, * there is ſomethins due : . 

From Rome {to try its fate) this Playwwas ſent, ; BS." 

yon not at- Rome, fer there's no Popery meant ; : 
Tere er the Poct does his dwelling ry 
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